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ON THE CONDUCT OF SUNDAY SCHOLARS TO- 
WARDS IRRELIGIOUS PARENTS. 


The word of God distinctly marks the duties of parents 
and children, masters and servants, old and young, rich and 
poor; and it comes with the authority of Heaven, saying, 
“This is the way, walk ye in it, and ye shall find rest to 
your souls.” It is an unspeakable privilege to have such a 
directory whereunto we may continually resort. Every day, 
and in every circumstance, we need its directions ; and that 
day cannot ‘be well spent, nor that action wisely performed, 
on which its counsels have not been sought, and sought with 
humble prayer to the “ Father of lights, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift;” and who alone can open our 
eyes to understand his word, and our hearts to love and 
practice it. But there are some cases of peculiar difficulty 
and perplexity, in which we especially need such counsel 
and direction; and we are encouraged to seek it by the gra- 
cious invitation, “ in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” 

Such a case is that of the pious child of irreligious parents. 
The whole family, perhaps, were living in total ignorance 
and disregard of God. They eat, and drank, and slept, and 
arose again, without one thought of the power that sustained 
them. The Sabbath was spent as another day, or distin- 
suished only by some little added indulgence in food, dress, and. 
pleasure. Light and profane conversation was the common 
language of the house. In their dealings with their neigh- 
bours they were selfish or contentious; and towards their 
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employers they were eye-servants, taking advantage of their 
absence to misspend their time, or misemploy their property 
—disobeying theif orders, and resenting their reproofs—or, 
at most, keeping up appearances of decency and good be- 
haviour just so far as their own interest required. But the 
providence of God so ordered it, that a Sunday School was 
established in the village; the children of this family were 
admitted—the teachers were indefatigable in their endeav- 
ours to impress divine truth on the minds of their young 
charge. In some instances it pleased God to set home 
these instructions to the heart: as the dear children were 
taught something of the goodness of God, who made and 
preserved them—of the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
came to earth aad died to save them, the Holy Spirit melted 
their young hearts ; they were grieved to think that they had 
hitherto lived in ignorance and sin, and became desirous 
henceforth to love, and fear, and trust in God; ¢ to honour 
his holy name and his word, and serve him truly all the 
days of their lives.’ But difficulties soon surround their 
path ; they must at once perceive that at home, among their 
nearest and dearest friends, God’s holy name and word and 
day are not honoured, nor his service pursued. The com- 
mands and practices of their parents are often, perhaps, 
in disagreement with the word of God. With grief 
their pious children see them thus living without God 
in the world, and are often perplexed as to their own 
duty. .‘ What must we do?’ they ask with anxiety and 
discouragement, “must we obey God or our parents? 
When we see our parents do wrong, is it our duty to re- 
prove them? and may we pursue the means of religious 
improvement, although our parents disapprove of them? 
In some measure to relieve these difficulties, the following 
hints are affectionately suggested. 

1. Examine very carefully what duties the word of God 
enjoins on children towards their parents in general. The 
first express command of God on the subject, and that 
which is the foundation of all other precepts, is this, which 
you have often repeated.— Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ther, that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee.” The word “honour” comprehends 
both fear and love, which are equally necessary in the due 
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jischarge of filial duties. Obedience proceeding only from 
fear, W ould be painful, irksome, and seldom practised out of 
sight; wile obedience influenced only by fondness were 
scarcely at all to be expected. But honour includes a re- 
spectful, dutiful, and affectionate attention to their parents, 
which every good child makes it his constant study to culti- 
vate. Bear this in mind »my young friends, it will greatly 
assist you in deciding what is your duty i in any particular 
case. You should always treat your parents in a respectful 
manner, and always cherish respectful thoughts and feelings 
‘owards them. Accustom yourselves to think much of the 
best traits in their character, and especially of the many and 
important kindnesses you have received at their hands. If 
your hearts should be pained by their mistakes or their mis- 
conduct, still you must manifest a humble and modest spirit 
as becomes your relation, never sufiering yourseives to in- 
dulge a feeling of contempt, to utter an expression of re- 
proach, or to make the failings of your parents a subject of 
conversation with your companions. Remember how God 
hououred such respectful and suitable conduct in the case 
of Shem. It is right also that you should listen with respect 
io their opinions: they may be mistaken, for the wisest 
and best of mankind are liable to be so; and they possibly 
may not have been favoured with advantages for forming a 
right judgment on many important subjects. You, perhaps, 
may think differently, and you may think rig hitly ; but why 
sthis? not on account of your superior wisdom and dis- 
cernment ; but because it has pleased God to incline some 
Christian friend to teach you better: then, surely, it does 
not become you to indulge a spirit of seli-conceit, and rudely 
and obstinately to contradict your parents, who, in many 
things, must know much better than yourselves; and who, 
nad they at your age been favoured with the advantages 

you enjoy, would, in all probability, have now been far 
more wise and experienced in religious things than it is possible 
youcan be. Suppose your parents should advance any 
thing which you certainly know to be erroneous, still how 
very unsuitable would it be to hear a Sunday School child 
reply, ‘ It isno such thing,—I know better than that ;’? how 
much more proper that “they should meekly and modestly 
reply, ‘Do you think so, Father? (or Mother,) I believe I 
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have understood my teacher that it was otherwise ; will you 
let me read you a chapter in the Bible, which he mentioned 
on that subjec ct?’ The greatest and wisest men have adopted 
this least offensive mode of instruction, rather by modest in- 
quiries and suggestions, than by bold and positive assertions : 
then surely it well becomes young persons, whose knowledge 
‘must be very limited. Besides this, it is right that you should 
respectfully desire and receive the instructions of your pa- 
rents :—however mistaken or imperfect their views on some 
subjects, there is much that they can teach you ; learn it 
with thankfulness. Such a spirit and conduct will be likely 
to induce them to listen to the instructions you have receiy- 
ed from other teachers. 

- Ask also the advice of your parents as to the conduct you 
should pursue, and the connections you should form ; and 
unless their advice is directly contrary to the will of God, re- 
vealed in his word, consider it your bounden duty to follow 
it. Here, too, they may possibly be mistaken ; but on the 
whole there is far more danger that you should go wrong in 
following your own rash and unadvised projects, and grati- 
fying your own stubborn inclinations. The youth who is 
determined to have his own will and way, is in a worse 
plight then he who modestly seeks the advice even of mis- 

taken parents; inasmuch as his proud and self-conceited 
spirit spurns also the counsels and dictates of heavenly wis- 
dom; and “surely God scorneth the scorners, but giveth 
gr ne unto the lowly.” 

But the most essential duty included in honouring your 
‘parents is obedience: “ C hildren, obey your parents, for this 
is right ta the Lord ;” obey them, because it is the command 
of the Lord; obey ‘them, because they are entrusted with 
their authority by the Lord; obey them, as always in the 
sight of the Lord, who marks and requites the conduct of 
children to their parents; and obey them, because obedi- 
ence is well pleasing and acceptable to the Lord, and is a 
consistent and suitable fruit of the instructions you have re- 
ceived in the Lord. ‘This is something of the duty which 
children owe to parents in general. Now observe, 

2. ‘That your parents f failing i in the discharge of their du- 
ty, will not excuse you in the neglect of yours. The wor d 
af God requires in this instance. as well as in that more ime 
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mediately referred to, that you should be “subject not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the froward; and that 
not only for wrath but for conscience-sake.” The geod 
child of good parents is happy in honouring the image of 
God in his parents: and the good child of wicked parents 
must still honour the authority of God, and be comferted in 
the thought that his obedience is accepted ; ; his difficulties 
and disc ouragements known and sympathized with; and 
sooner or later his reward is certain. 

3. Remember, also, that from a child who has been fa- 
vane with religious instruction, and who protesses to know 
any thing of the power of religion on his heart, is ba ected 
a more conscientious and exact fulfilment of this and ever 
relative duty. Our Lord said to his disciples, * W hat do 
ye more than others r”” Remember Sunday scholars, if you 
do not more and better than others, you do not do your duty, 
nor honour the instructions you receieve. 

Now, in order to regulate your conduct under particular 
circumstances, accustom yourselves to apply these three 
general principles, and yeu will usually find them mark out 
for you the path of duty. ‘The great God has seen fit to require 
of children certain duties towards their parents ;—the mis- 
conduct of parents does not do away the obligation of the 
child ;—and a religious child has new ties and new motives 
to obedience. 

Now, perhaps, your question may meet with an easy an- 
swer, ‘Must we obey God or our parents '? Endeavour to 
the utmost to obey both; and it is often much easier to re- 
concile their claims than may at first appear. Never in- 
dulge a wish to find in the commands of God an excuse for 
neglecting or disobeying those of your parents ; but let it be 
your sincere desire that obedience to both may be reconcil- 
ed. Ifthe commands of your parents are in direct opposi- 
tion to those of God, there can be no question but that you 
ought to obey God rather than man; yet arude and direct 
refusal is seldom necessary, and you should carefully avoid 
putting them to inconvenience by your refusal. Suppose, 
for instance, your parents should require you to perform 
work on the Sabbath, which you consider unsuitable to 
the day ; you know, perhaps, that they will require it neat 

Sunday ; that you should dig the potatoes, or cut the wood, 
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or clean the house, or iron the clothes. If you sincerely de- 
sire to serve and obey God, you will not leave these things 
undone, but you will contrive by rising a little earlier, or 
working a little harder through the week, that all shall be 
accomplished by Saturday evening. If, (but I can hardly 
suppose any thing so very sad,) your parents should require 
you to defraud a neighbour, or utter a falsehood; this you 
cannot, dare not do: but can you not, by your own industry 
and self-denial, render such practices unnecessary? ‘Try 
your utmost: a well-earned penny, with the blessing of 
God, will go a great way. The four Jewish children lived 
upon pulse (or beans) and water, (very hard fare,) rather 

than transgress the commands of God; and they were more 
thriving and healthy than those who enjoyed the richest deli- 
eacies: perhaps you already work hard and live hard, and 
there is not, you think, much room for sacrifices: yet make 
the attempt :—the very desire to do so will be acceptable ; 
the blessing of God will be with you; and who can tell but 
your parents may, by the propriety of your conduct, be con- 
vinced of the impropriety of their.own. 

You ask, ‘ If our parents do wrong, is it our duty to re- 
prove them r’? Actions, you know, speak more loudly, and 
often more suitably than words. If possible, turn away 
from your parents the occasion of doing wrong. Are they 
passionate r—take care that you never provoke them; “ a 
soft answer turneth away wrath.” Do they neglect the 
worship of God; and’ frequent sinful amusements — perhaps 
the public-house, the race-green, or the Sunday-feast? You 
might easily obtain from your athe rs the loan of suitable 
tracts on these subjects, which they perhaps would permit 
you to read to them, and which would be less offensive than 
any direct reproof from you. If you do say any thing, let it 
be rather an attempt to convince them what pleasures are to 
be found in the exercise of true religion. Do they take the 
holy name of God in vain? Perhaps you might venture 
modestly to entreat them to abstain from doing so, and re- 
peat some passage of Scripture you have learnt. But even 
without speaking a word, or affecting any thing which you 
do not feel, if you cultivate a proper reverence for that great 
and holy name, your very countenance cannot fail to show 
that it shocks and distresses you to hear it profaned. Let all 
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‘uur conduct convince your parents that you study and 
desire their happiness ; and they, perhaps, to promote yours, 
may abstain from what they know gives you pain: and thus 
lose so dreadful a habit. As to your attendance on the 
means of religious instruction, you must endeavour rather to 
remove your parents’ objections than to go in opposition to 
them: let diligence and and activity put it in your power to 
so without neglecting any duty at home; let your good 
nies and cheerfulness convince your friends that you 
are made both better and happier by going; and guard 
against the shameful inconsistency of pretending to love your 
Sunday School and public Ww orship, and at the same time 
hankering to spend your time and money on worldlyeamuse- 
ments. 

These hints it is hoped may, under the blessing of God, 
be of some assistance to you: and, above all. never forget to 
ray for a blessing—there is no means so little offensive, or 
so likely, to prove, effectual as this—* Oh Lord, open the 
eves of my dear parents: turn their hearts to thee : Lord, teach 
me and help me to adorn religion, and so win them to the 
love of it.” These simple petitions, offered with sincere and 
humble desire, have in many instances proved successful ; 
and the pious child, who dared not utter a saucy word, or 
commit a disobedient action, while he sec retly mourned over 
the conduct of his parents, has been honoured of God as the 
silent preacher, to win them from the error of their ways, to 
seek and love the religion they once despised : and thus they 
have become at length a happy and united family —S.S.M. 


MEMOIR OF LETTICE LEWIS. 


Lettice Lewis was monitor in a Sunday School at Peni- 
broke. She died May 25th. At the period of her dissolu- 
tion she waseleven years and six months old. She had been 
upwards of four years in the school, and the circumstances 
of her death proved that she had not attended in vain. She 
had a fine capacity for learning, and was a child of engaging 
manners, and of a most aflectionate disposition. She was, 
as most children are, apt to be volatile in her spirit, which 
sometimes betrayed her into little inadvertent impropricties 
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in the school; but a gentle reproof from the superintendent 
would never fail to draw tears af sorrow from her eyes. To 
the school she was exceedingly attached, and was never ab- 
sent from her post, except by necessity. While in health, 
she was not inattentive to the voice of instruction; but it 
was not until visited with the affliction which rapidly brought 
her to the grave, that she discovered satisfactory evidence of 
having been enabled to make that full surrender of herself to 
God, through Christ, which the Gospel requires, and which 
alone brings solid peace and comfort to the mind in prospect 
of eternity. 

Her afiliction was the putrid sore throat, which, in the 
course of less than a fortnight, carried off three of the family, 
viz. the father, Lettice, and a younger brothier. 

At the time when Lettice first felt that she was attacked, 
she was employed in doing something about the house. From 
this she desisted, and went to her Bible. When she had read 
a portion of God’s word, she was observed to retire to a secret 
place for prayer, w here she earnestly poured out her heart 
before the Lord, and endeavoured to give her soul into the 
hands of her gracious Redeemer. Soon after this she be- 
came the subject of extreme pain, under which she at first 
manifested considerable impatience and fear of death. She 
thought no one had ever suffered what she did, and com- 
plained that it was more than she could bear. She sent for 
the superintendent of the school to visit her ; he found her not 
entirely without hope in Christ, and conscious that she could 
not die happy without an application of his merits to her con- 
science by the Spirit. He urged her to be in earnest, en- 
deavoured to direct her in the way of faith, and prayed 
with her. When he proposed prayer, she got from her mo- 
ther’s knees, where she had been sitting, and knelt upon the 
floor, although scarcely able to support herself. She was al- 
terwards visited by 2 teacher. He states, that finding ber 
bodily sufferings increase, she became more intense in her 
desires for the salvation of God, and prayed the more ear- 
nestly. He encouraged her, by every means in his power, 
to look to him who is able and willing to save every peni- 
tent believer, and asked her if she could believe that he 
would save her. She answered, ‘1 hope so, the big tears at 
the same time rolling down her cheeks. She was now l- 
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pouring under great pain, and gasping for breath. He 
spoke to her of the sufferings of Christ, and assured her that 
he thus suffered for her salvation, reminding her at the same 
time of his gracious promise, “ Whosoever cometh unto me, 
I will in no wise cast out.” ‘They then joined together in 
prayer, after which she lay still for some moments, breathing 
out the desires of her heart to God in the following lan- 
guage ;—“ God be merciful to me, a miserable sinner ;— 
give me thy Holy Spirit, that I may bear patiently thy 
will s— 

‘Take my poor heart, and let it be 

For ever closed to all but thee; 

Seal thou my breast, and let me wear 

That pledge of love for ever there.” 


In his own good time, the God of unbounded love graciously 
answered her prayers, and encouraged her by manifestations 
of his love, saying unto her soul, “I am thy salvation.” 
Her heart was filled with gladness, and her mouth with 
praise. She sat up in her bed, and began to adore the 
Lord for what he had done for her in the following lan- 
{Uuage. 
‘ Let earth and heaven agree, 
Angels and men be join’d, 
To celebrate, with me, 
The Saviour of mankind ; 
To adore the all-atoning Lamb, 
And bless the sound of Jesus’ name.’ 


she went on — 


‘Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 
I love to hear of thee, 

No music like thy «- harming name, 
Nor half so sweet to me.’ 


* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name; bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits,” &c. When she had thus expressed her 
adoring gratitude to God for his great goodness to her, she 
called her mother and sisters to her, and earnestly exhorted 
them to “ seek the Lord while he might be found, and to call 
«pon him while he is near,’’ charging them not to defer this 
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herself to her sisters, she added, “ Beware of pride—don’t 
let it reign in your hearts 3 seek the Lord—seek the Lord— 
and “ worship him in spirit and in truth ;”’ intimating that 
she had too often presented to him merely a lip service. 
Then turning to her mother, who was weeping, she said, 
‘* Mother, don’t weep for me, for Iam going to Jesus. Mo- 
ther,’ added she, ‘ my dying request to you is, Let this house 
be a “ house of prayer.” ’ Her grandmother, a blind person, 
more than eighty years of age, lay ina bed near to hers. Let- 
tice now requested that she might be got up and broughtto her 
When this was done, she solemnly and aliectionately warned 
her to prepare to meet her in heaven, saying, ‘ Grandmo- 
ther, seek the Lord, lest you die eternal death.’ Finding 
that there were two men in the house who had come with 
her father’s coffin, she desired they might be brought to her, 
when she, with great feeling and earnestness, warned them 
to flee from the wrath to come—to repent and turn to God 
before it were to late. She wished that all her school-fel- 
lows could be brought to her, that she might exhort them te 
prepare to meet her in heaven. The only one that lived near, 
a little girl whom she had persuaded to attend the school, she 
sent for, and said to her,‘ Ann, I am too weak to say much 
—seek the Lord, and be a good girl.’ 

The teacher who was with her, said, ‘ Lettice, I shall 
uave good news to tell the children in school on Sunday.’ 
She replied, ‘Oh yes, tell them I am going to heaven, and 
to seek the Lord, that they may all meet me there. I never 
knew,’ said she, “ how much I loved the Sunday School till 
now. Give my sincere love,’ she added, ‘to Mr. C : 
(the superintendent,) and tell him I hope to meet him in 
heaven.’ He asked her if she could now bear the pain, 
‘Oh yes,’ replied she,’ ‘ for all is right? ‘ Now Lettice,’ he 
said, ‘ if you had ten hearts, you would give them all to Je- 
sus.’ ‘Oh yes,’ she answered, ‘a thousand.’ She now fay 
still for a short time, expecting to depart, her eyes lifted up 
to heaven; but reviving again, she rose up in a sitting pes: 
sure, and began repeating— 





great business to a death-bed, as she had done. Addressing 
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* When, gracious Lord, when shall it be, 
That I shall find my allin thee ; 

The fulness of thy promise prove, 

The seal of thy eternal love.’ 


And continued praying thus ;—* O Lord, enable me, by thy 
Holy Spirit, to bear my pain patiently. She requested 
those around to pray for her departure, ‘that { may,’ said 
she, ‘ go to heaven, and be with Jesus Christ ; adding, ¢ into 
thy ‘bands I commit my spirit ;’ 


‘When will thy charriot wheels arrive, 
To bear me to thy arms!’ 


‘O Lord Jesus, come quickly, and receive my spirit.’ She 
was asked if she would rather die than live. ‘Oh yes!’ 
said she, and again commended her spirit into the hands 
of her Redeemer and Saviour. Life was now ebbing out 
apace ; there was 


‘A mortal paleness on her cheek, 
Bat glory in her soul.’ 


She only waited for a joyful dismissal from her state of suffer- 
ing, to be for ever with the Lord. After laying still for 
some time, she said, with a sweet smile, ‘ Lord Jesus, come 
quickly.” A friend ‘said, ‘Your Saviour will shortly come, 
and take you.’ She replied, ‘Oh yes, he will;’ and pre- 
sently after, she died, to live for ever in the presence and 
slory of her Redeemer. 

Behold here, ye 5 Sunday School children, the power of di- 
vine grace! see what it can do for you in sickness and 
death! This is what your teachers are always urging you to 
seek. Is it not worth seeking with your whole heart ? If this 
is not worth diligently searching for, what is? ‘Thank God 
that there is so great a treasure as the love of Christ to be 
obtained. And oh, secure it without delay, by prayer and 
by faith, that you also may, like Lettice Lewis, when you 
come to die, be supported by a blessed hope beyond the 
gTave.-— 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY DREAM. 


To the Editor of the Sunday Scholars’ Magazine. 


SIR 

If any of your correspondents could present your young 
readers with a good exposition on Job xxxiil. 15, 16. it 
might serve at once to entertain and instruct their minds. 
The passage referred to reads thus :—* In a dream, a vision 
of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men, in slumbering 
upon the bed, then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth 
their instruction.” Iffyou think the following narrative, for 
the truth of which the writer, a minister of long standing in 
the church of Christ, is entirely responsible, suitable to your 
publication, it is at your service. 

My father, having called his children around him one even- 
ing, said, in a very serious manner, ‘ Children, I pay but lit- 
tle attention to dreams, because few of them are worth re- 
membering ; but I had once a dream that I could never 
forget, and for the effects of which I shall ever have 
reason to be thankful to God. [I was at the age of fourteen, 
though piously instructed, still a very thoughtless and ir- 
religious lad. I lived with a brother fifteen years old- 
er than myself, who was an eminently pious man. Our 
residence was in a considerable market towns; and my bro- 
ther, who attended a faithful and evangelical ministry, was 
greatly attached to the minister, and to his fellow Christians, 
with some of whom, having no family of his own, he some- 
times spent his evenings. On these occasions, as well as 
those which frequently occurred in business, it was my lot to 
wait for his return. Solitude is favourable to reflection ; 
and during the many hours I spent alone, my conscience was 
not altogether unfaithful to its office. I knew that I lived 
under the influence of a carnal mind, that loved not God, nor 
his ways; and I often trembled under the apprehension of 
deserved punishment, yet still I continued to love sin, and 
live in it. Often afraid to sit within the house alone, I took my 
seat in an open porch at the door, that my solitude might be 
relieved by the society of persons now and then passing. 
‘After haying continued this practice for many months. 
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vie remarkable dream occurred to which I have already re- 
erred. I had retired to bed some hours before ; but, in my- 
ream, I thought myself still sitting in the porch, in a very 
dark evening, earnestly wishing my brother’s return. I 
thought my conscience reproached me more deeply than 
ever it had done before, for my neglect of prayer, and of my 
soul’s immortal interests ; when, in a moment, in thé twink- 
ling of an eye, a most glorious light burst through the dark- 
ened sky, and the whole firmament was in a blaze: the 
awful trump of God proclaimed that the last great day was 
come. Instantly the streets were filled with the affrighted 
inhabitants ; their countenances were filled with awful hor- 
ror, and “ Where shall we hide ourselves from him that sit- 
‘eth on the throne?” was the universal cry. I thought,’ 
continued my father, ‘that | myself mingled with the throng, 
running hither and thither to hide myself from the Judge; 
and the anguish of my mind was dreadful. At the end of 
the street stood a large church, the dial-plate of which was in 
full view ; the light over the church, to my imagination, far 
surpassed that of the sun; but one circumstance was very 
remarkable ; the hand that pointed to the hour on the clock, 
was loosened, and whirled round and round with inconceiva- 
ble rapidity. It impressed on my sou} the awful sentence, 
“Time shall be no more!” I turned in anguish from the 
sight, retraced my hurried steps, and soon after met my bro- 
ther, with a company of his Christian friends, whom I well 
knew ; they had countenances ‘bright as the light, and ap- 
peared to be filled with ecstatic joy, uttering already their 
praises tothe Redeemer. ! fled to them, as if expecting to 
share ‘my brother’s usual affection, but to my unspeakable 
anguish, neither he nor his friends would take the least no- 
tice of me: the bands of mutual affection were broken: they 
resigned me to the just judgment of an offended Saviour, and 
my soul sunk in helpless despair. At a little distance was a 
public building, and beneath it was a spacious cellar, the 
door of which the impatient multitude had forced; the en- 
trance was thronged with an immense crowd rushing into it, 
as a hiding-place from the presence of the Judge. 1 mingied 
with the affrighted crowd, and, as my last effort, sought to 
bury myself in this dark retreat : but inthe attempt I awoke. 
I can never forget,’ added the good man, ‘the surprise, the 
VOL. 1.] 12 
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joy, the ecstacy I felt, when I found it was but a dream. 
Though trenibling still shook my whole bedy, gratitude 
thrilled through my soul, that I was yet in a state where 
prayers would be heard, from a soul fervently supplicating 
the throne of the heavenly Majesty that it might be delivered 
from the wrath to come. I was then led to commence in 
earnest that life of prayer and communion with God through 
Christ, which I trust has been the practice of every succeed- 
ing day ; for the impression was as lasting as it was strong, 
and its effects leave me no room to doubt that it was of 
God. 

I add an observation or two with respect to the good man 
who related this remarkable dream. It was told me but 
once; but I often pass the spot where it occurred, and the 
circumstances are fresh in my memory; I trust not uninte- 
resting to my heart. My father placed no dependence on 
the dream itself, and often said, it is not the particular way 
in which divine truth reaches the mind, but the effect alone, 
which ought to be regarded. With respect to himself, a 
long course of vital and practical godliness left no room to 
doubt that it was in this vision of the night that instruction 
was first sealed on his mind. ‘The reader will observe, too, 
how exactly the ideas that passed through the mind in this 
dream accorded with the sentiments which my father had 
often read in the word of God, and heard from the Chris- 
tian pulpit. In this vision of the night there was nothing 
visionary—all was sound instruction ; it was what the un- 
derstanding and judgment before approved, and what God 
now impressed on the heart. Indifference to our immortal 
interest is the most destructive enemy of souls ; and whatall 
need, in order to true conversion, is an apprehension, a pel- 
ception of divine things, that bears fully on the heart. ‘This 
is the work of God; and by its operation the soul is made 
to feel, as well as believe, the importance of divine truth,— 
an impression which awakes the earnest cry, “ What shall] 
do to be saved?” This cry, when it is incited by the Holy 
Spirit, will never be satisfied till it has obtained a good hope 
through grace, that we have redemption through the blood 
of the Lamb; that God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven U5 
all our trespasses.—S. S. M. 3 
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A FOOLISH WISH CORRECTED. 


Little Sally was sent by her mother with a basket of eggs, 
and a sack of greens, to sell at a neighbouring market, and 
with the money to bring home some soap and candles from 
ihe grocer’s shop. Nancy, a neighbour’s child, who went 
to a little school in the same town, soon joined her, and they 
trudged on together. It was araw cold morning, and as the 
W alking was very bad, owing to a great deal of rain having 
lately fallen, it was with some difficulty that the little girls 
pie ked their way from stone to stone, which, here and there, 
peeped above the mud, and aflorded the only chance of get- 
ting along dry-shod. Sally’ s burden too was heavy, and 
by the time they reached the gate at the end of the Jane, 
they were both of them pretty well tired. ‘Ohdear!’ said 

Sally, with a deep sigh, as she rested her burden against the 
gate, ‘I wish it would never come winter !? ¢ And so do I, 
with all my heart,’ echoed Nancy. As they leaned with 
their backs to the gate, they did not perceive a lady who 
was walking in the path of the turnpike road, and came up 
just in time to hear the pitiful exclamation. It was a kind 
friend, who went over to their village every Sunday, and as- 
sisted in teaching a few poor children in the cottage where 

Sally and her mother lived. ‘ Well, little girls,’ said she, 

‘and so you wish that winter would not come. Do not you 
like winter ? 

Nancy. No Ma’am; ’tis sueh tiresome walking, and so 
dark and cold of a morning. 

SALLY. And we be so much worse off in winter than in 
summer ; there’s no work to be got out of doors, and scarce- 
ly any day-light for lace-making. We are forced to spend 
half our time in picking up a bit of wood for firing ; and if 
we take any garden stuff to market, the money goes to buy 
ts candles, instead of bringing home a bit of butter or meat, 
as we used to have in summer. 

N. And then it is so dull now, we cant get out to play on 
the common; by the time we get home from school it is 
quite dusk. "Beside, we have now no fruit nor flowers. 

LLapy. Winter certainly has its inconveniences, yet it 
would be easy to convince you that it has its uses also. 4 
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am now returning to the town, so if you are rested we wil! 
walk together and talk the matter over. 

S. Yes, if you please, Ma’am; I am quite rested now— 
will you help me up with my sack, Nancy 

L. And as Sally has so heavy a load, suppose you were 
to carry her basket of eggs; it would relieve her, without 
being any great fatigue to you. 

N. To be sure I ‘will: I never thought of that before. 

L. In almost every circumstance it is in our power to do 
some kind action for a fellow creature, which never fails also 
to make us more happy and contented in our own situation. 
Whatever our troubles are, it is right to consider three things: 
—Whence do they come ?—What good ends may they an- 
swer ?—And, how shall we make the best of them while 
they last? You were just now speaking of winter as being 
ene of your troubles : can you tell me the cause of its com- 
me! 

. The great God pleases to send it.—I don’t know any 
ton reason. 

L. That is indeed the great first cause 3; and whenever 
we are sure this is the case, we may be sure also that there 
is some wise and good end to be answered by all his dis- 
pensations, and that it is our duty to submit to them.—You 
did not think of this when you wished that winter would ne- 
ver come. 

S. No, Ma’am, that I did not; but I don’t see what 
use winter is of. 

L. In the 8th chapter of Genesis, which you read last 
Sunday week, we are informed that after the flood God was 
pleased to promise to Noah; that while the earth remained, 
cold, and heat, summer and winter, should not cease.” 
T he earth, you must know, is round like an orange, and it 
iurns round every day towards the sun, for light and heat; 
this is the cause of night and day :—that part of the earth 
which is towards the sun is enlightened, and that which is 
away from it is in darkness : it also, in the course of a year, 
moves round the sun; and this, in the same manner, occa- 
sions summer and winter. So when it is day with us, it is 
night at the other side of the world; and when it is winter 
with us, it is summer with them. Now here is one reason 
for the change, as well as a cause of it. You would not 
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wish, I think, that the poor inhabitants of another country 
should always be exposed to cold and darkness, that we 
might have heat and light. 

N. No, Ma’am, to be sure not; that would be very hard. 

L. Beside it would be as bad for us, as for them: we 
should sufier as much from scorching and continued heat, as 
they from excessive cold. 

S. Certainly then it is best as it is. 

L. ‘There are other respects in which winter is advantage- 
ous and necessary ; it prepares the ground for the crop of 
another year ;—the sap of the trees, also, in winter is struck 
downwards, to strengthen the roots, that in spring it may 
may push forward again with new life and vigour. Winter 
affords the gardener an opportunity of pruning and training 
his trees, in order to their vigour and fruitfulness ; without 
this they would grow wild, feeble, and useless. Winter is 
just as necessary to the earth and trees, as night is necessary 
to us for rest and sleep. Winter also tends to destroy the 
seeds of infectious diseases. ‘The frosts purify the air, and 
carry off unhealthy damps: and the snow is like a warm 
woolly garment to the Spring corn; it preserves the young 
shoots from being nipped and injured by the keen air; and it 
also nourishes and enriches the earth like manure. Winter, 
too, destroys the insects that were so destructive in the gar- 
dens and fields 5 it prevents the growth of weeds, and gives 
an opportunity to clear the ground of them. ‘Thus you see 
with what wise and beneficent designs the great creator or- 
dains the change of seasons. 

S. Thank you, Ma’am, for telling us all this. I hope I 
shall never grumble at winter any more. 

L. We have great reason for thankfulness, also, that our 
country is favoured: with moderation of climate: we have 
neither the excess of heat or cold to which some other cli- 
mates are subject. And although I am sure the poor must 
suffer greatly during the winter season, yet I believe there is 
no country where their sufferings are so much alleviated 
as in our own. Persons who have it in their power must find 
ita great pleasure to assist the honest and industrious poor. 

S. Oh, Ma’am, this makes me think how ungrateful it 
was of me to complain; for Madam Wilson, at the great 


house, has given my mother a nice warm blanket, and. the 
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Squire has ordered us coals at half-price through the severe 
weather. 

L. Be thankful, then, not only to your benefactors, but 
the great God who put it in their hearts to be thus kind to 
yous; and when you are disposed to repine at not having al! 
you could wish, think of many who want the comforts you 
enjoy. But Lam thinking also, whether [ cannot put you in 
some way of making the best of the season while it lasts: 
you say you have no out-of-doors work, and that it is too 
dark for you to do much at lace-making ;—can you net? 

5. No, Ma’am, worse luck; I never was put to any 
thing but field-work and lace-making. 

N. I can do the stitch a little, Ma’am; for I have seen 
my governess’ daughter netting some blinds 

L. Well, if you have a mind to try, you shall both of you 
come to me one afternoon, and [ will put you in the way of 
doing it; it is work that when you are once used to, may be 
done almost in the dark :—and I know a gentleman who 
takes pleasure in employing industrious children, and who 
wants some nets fo® his cherry trees ; if you persevere and 
do them well, you will fand both profit and amusement. 

N. Oh, yes, Ma’am, I shall likeit very much. I will be 
sure to come. 

S. So will I, Ma’am, and be very much obliged to you. 

L. I think, Nancy, you can read pretty well. 

N. Pretty tolerable, Ma’am. 

L. Then I will also lend you some instructive and enter- 
taining books, which you can read in the evenings to your 
mother, if she pleases ; it will make a pleasant change ; and 
your companion, who cannot read so well, will be glad to 
join you. 

‘N. Oh, yes, Ma’am ; we shall not be dull any more this 
winter. 

S. Dear me! how soon we are come to the town. This 
piece of road has not seemed half so long as the lane; and 
my sack don’t seem half so heavy as it was. 

L. Troubles are never lightened by groaning under 
them with discontent and impatience ; but cheerful conver- 
sation and mutual kindness has helped to lighten many a bur- 
den. Remember this, my children, as you grow up you will 
probably meet with real trials and atfilictions :—they, like 
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winter, are sent for a wise and good purpose ;—to humble 
and improve your character, and kill the weeds and pride of 
selfishness. When they come, endeavour to understand 
their meaning and design, and pray for grace to bear up un- 
der them, and reap advantage from them; and don’t forget 
in the journey of life to bear one another’s burdens and 
be kindly affectioned one to another; so fulfilling the law of 
Christ: and while you make another’s journey more com- 
fortable, you will promote also your own happiness and im- 
provement. 


PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


How beautiful the vision presented to the eye of faith by the 
perusal of the Annual Report of such an institution as the Phila- 
delphia Sunday School Union. ‘The fifth Report of this exten- 
sive institution is now before us. In its own interesting language 
it gives a prospect of the time when the myriads of the rising gen- 
eration, who are instructed in Sabbath Schools, “ as a * sacramen- 
tal host,’ shall surround the ark of God, and, by their prayerful 
energies, carry it towards its resting place on the summit of Zion ; 
when the song shall sound, Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and 
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, that the King of Glory may 
come in: and their children shall respond Who is the King of 
Glory ? and, imitating their fathers, exclaim, Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, that the King 
of Glory may come in—when children’s children shall echo on 
the inquiry—Who is the King of Glory? and their posterity 
give the answer—The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty 
in battle, until the shouting throng embrace the whole human 
family, and the opening firmament reveal the coming Judge, ush- 
ering to view the new heaven and the new earth, and calling for 
eternity to perpetuate the chorus, The Lord of hosts, he 1s the 
King of Glory.” 

This Union, spread over a vast extent, imparts its blessings to 
thousands. ‘Thirteen States are in the sacred compact to bring 
little children unto Christ, and train up youthful hearts for heaven. 
The same divine blessings ever attendant upon such societies have 
rested peculiarly upon this. The following statement, extracted, 
will give a view of its present attainments. 

“There have been added to the Sunday and Adult School 
Union within the past year, 89 schools, 473 teachers, and 7,079 
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Making the whole number now im connexion, 402 
schools, 4,197 teachers, and 31,297 learners. 

“Of ‘the above schools 4 are in Massachusetts, 15 in New- 
Yor rk, 77 in New-Jersey, 226 in Pennsylvania, 16 in Delaware, 
18 in Maryland, 23 in Virginia and the District of Columbia, 1 
in North-Carolina, 12 in South-Carolina, 6 in Kentucky, 2 in 


, 1 in Indiana, 1 in Missouri. 


“Tn Philadelphia connected with the Union, 72 schools, 754 


teachers, 


and 


7,090 learners. 
teachers, and 1,368 learners. 
3,458 learners. 


Unconnected, 18 schools, 190 
Total, 90 schools, 944 teachers, 


“es A number of the schools received into the Union during the 
past year, were established by the blessing of God on the labours 
of a faithful Sunday School Missionary, the Rev. Wa. C. Buarr. 
{t will be recollected that our managers, in their last Report, ad- 


verted to the subject of a Sunday Se hool Mission. 


The necessa- 


ry pecuniary aid having been obtained, it was commenced in 


August last ; 
engaged under the direction of the board. 


since that time, the Missionary has been constantly 


He has travelled in 


Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and 


North-Carolina, about 2500 miles, 


He has been instrumental in 


awakening and confirming a great degree of interest in the Sun- 
He has visited 39 schools, revived 20, estab- 


day School cause. 
lished 6 ‘Tract 
Schools.” 


Societies, 


4 Adult Schools, and 61 Sunday 


This spirited expedient of employing a Missionary in the Sab- 


bath S 


sively adopted. 


chool cause cannot be too much applauded, or too exten- 
It is a praiseworthy improvement that will in- 


crease the number that shall rise up and call the benevolent 


authors blessed. 


The following general survey of Sabbath Schools in the world 
is included in the “Report. 
“ Qn turning our attention to that land which had the honour 
of originating Sunday Schools, we find, from an examination of 
the Report presented to the Lonpon Usioy, in May last, that | 


there was then announced as existing in Great Britain, 5 


01a 


schools, 36,227 teachers, and 517,583 schol: urs. $88 schools were 
reported as having been formed during the preceding year. One 
circumstance, adverted to in that Report, we cannot but mention, 
viz: that, through the influence of Sunday Schools, the children 

of the Gipsies are about being brought to the know ledge of the 


Gospel. 


“We are glad to perceive, that, in addition to the schools pe- 
culiar to the Sabbath, there exists in Great Britain, a National 
Education Society, w ‘hich is extending the benefits of moral and 


religious instruction to about 200.000 Of the children of the poor. 
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“FRANCE, Which, within a period familiar to the memory of 
almost all of us, voted death an eternal sleep, has now her Sun- 
day Schools. Of the formation of one of these, the following in- 
teresting accountis given. ‘ One Sunday afternoon, M. Lourde 
requested the whole congregation to stop after preaching; he 
then desired those who could read, and those who-could not, to 
take different sides of the chapel; then taking six of the latter, 
and a New Testament, he addressed the former ; “ Who will teach 
these persons to read for the love of God?” and he repeated 
this question till he found teachers for all who could not read. 

“Tn HoLtianp, Sunday Schools are beginning to increase. 

“In the IsLanp oF CeyYLon, are nearly 100 schools, and 
_ 5,000 learners. 

“In New Sourn Waxes, the benign influence of Sabbath 
instruction is felt. And Arrica, abused and injured Africa, 
whose blood and whose tears have so long cried to heaven against 
Christendom, is rejoicing as she beholds some of her children en- 
tering upon the privileges of Sunday Schools. 

“Inpra also sees thousands congregated on the holy day, 
and storing their tender minds with the precepts of the sacred 
page. 

“The British possessions on our northern frontier, and the 
West India Islands, have many Sunday Schools. A gentleman 
in Antigua, where the Church Missionary Society has 1,424 Sun- 
day scholars, writes thus: “When I view the present state of 
morals, chiefly among the black and coloured inhabitants, and 
compare it with past days, the contrast is so striking, that I am 
constrained to say, ‘ What hath God wrought?’ He has made the 
Sunday Schools the principal means of this happy change. 
Numbers of young females, who, humbly speaking, must have 
been carried away by the torrent of vice, are rescued from ruin, 
and have found an asylum from danger, and friends to cover 
their defenceless heads, Some of them, of low and depraved 
connexions, have not only become useful teachers in the schools, 
vut consistent professors of Christianity.” 

“The Board can present but a partial statement of Sunday 
Schools in the United States not connected with the Union. 

“ In Boston there are about 16 schools and 1,500 learners, 

“ In New York there are three Unions, having about 90 schools, 
1,100 teachers and 800 learners. 

“In Baltimore, 40 schools, 430 teachers, and 2,825 learners. 

“We hail with delight the fact that the Gospel, the true and 
only means of civilization, is extending its influence among our 
aborigines. From the Report of the secretary of war, it appears, 
that these children of the forest enjoy the benefit of eleven princi 
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pal and three subordinate schools; and that three other schools 
are in preparation. Inthese there are 508 scholars. ‘ Three of 
the schools are located in New-York; four in the Cherokee na- 


tion ; one in the Choctaw nation ; two in the Chickasaw nation ; 


one in Indiana; two onthe Arkansas and, one in Missouri.’ ” 


—— 


ANECDOTE. 
THE SHEPHERD AND THE INFIDEL. 


A traveller from a commercial house in London, crossing 
the extensive plains in Wiltshire, was joined by a gentleman 
passing the same road. ‘The traveller, a pious man, ob- 
served, with regret, that the conversation of the stranger was 
of a light and trifling cast, often bordering on profanity, and 
resolved to take the first opportunity of slipping away from 
so unprofitable a companion. Before, however, such an 
opportunity occurred, they reached a part of the down where 
the road separated 3; uncertain which way to take, they pro- 
posed to inquire of a shepherd boy, who was reclining near 
the spot with a book in his hand. The stranger, disposed to 
exercise his profligate wit on the simple peasant, thus ad- 
dressed him : 

‘ Halloo! my lad, what-book are you reading °°’ 

‘ The Bible, sir,’ was the reply. 

‘The Bible! so! what, you read that in hopes to find out 
the way to heaven °? 

‘Yes, sir.’ 

‘ Very well—that road I neither know nor care any thing 
about ; you tell me, if you can, the road to Salisbury, and } 
will leave you to dream about the other at your leisure.’ 

‘That, sir,’ (pointing with his crook,) ‘ is the road to Sa- 
lisbury ; and the road to heaven, blessed be God, is so plain, 
that “the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.’ ” 

‘ Well said, simple shepherd,’ thought the pious traveller : 
and raised his thoughts in gratitude to the “ Lord of heaven 
and earth, who hath hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and revealed them unto babes:” and thus, out of the 
mouth of the weak and mean, in other respects, hath “ or 
dained strength to still the enemy and the avenger.¥ 
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Children, who are taught to read and revere the sacred 
Scriptures, perhaps you may, at some time or other, meet 
with those who fancy they show their learning and wit by 
attempting to shake your faith, and ridicule the blessed book 
on which it is built; but regard them not; they can never 
disprove a single letter of its sacred contents. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but the Saviour’s words shall never 
pass away. See that they dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom, that you may be ready to “ give to every one that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meek- 
ness and fear.” All the shafts of infidel wit shall fall harm- 
less at your feet, if you are by grace enabled to say, “J 
know in whom [ have believed; and am persuaded, that he 
is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.—S. S. M. 


eee 


THE DUTY OF PRAYER. 


A teacher lately examining his class on the duty of prayer, 
one of his boys said, ‘ Before he became a scholar he used to 
neglect that important duty; but since he attended the 
school, he regularly said his prayers.” 


ee 


POETRY. 
THE TRUANT REPROVED. 


One Sabbath morn a youth was going to school, 
(With Sunday Scholars ’tis a constant rule,) 
His hy mn was learnt, his other tasks prepared, 
He walk’d along, nor idly round him stared ; 
His thoughts were fix’d on higher objects far, 
And offered, as he walk’d, this silent prayer :— 
* Oh God, to thee my humble praise is due, 
For mercies numerous as the drops of dew : 
Thou gav’st me birth: provide my daily food, 
Keep me from harm, and always do me good. " 














































Poetry. 


Such thoughts as these he early learn’d to prize, 

And sin with firmness banish’d from his eyes :— ! 

But ere he reach’d the school, ’d have you know, 

A boy accosted him:— What! ah! how now! 

Robert, is’t you ?” (that was the scholar’s name, ) 

“ Why look so dull? You always are the same ;— 

I suppose you’re going with yonder boys to school ;” 

(But little thought the pleasure of his soul ;) 

“Why like so much o’er books and hymns to pore ? 

You’d find as much delight in play. aye, more! 

J have my fun; I wander where I please ; 

Whilst you, I’m sure, can’t have a moment’s ease. 

Come, go with me, through yonder pleasant fields, 

i know you’ll own a walk much pleasure yields.” 

Poor Robert stood, and look’d, and then replied ; 

“ Have you nought else to offer me beside ? 

All you have said appears to you quite true, 

But as for me, I’ve other plans in view. - 

Full well I know, I wish that you knew too, 

That God will punish every sin we do. 

My books, my hymns, that you so much despise, 

‘Tell me the danger that must soon arise 

From conduct such as this :—and don’t you know 

‘That Sabbath breakers ne’er to heaven can go ? 

The Bible says, and that’s the word of truth, 

Remember your Creator in your youth.” 

And how can you, who spend your time in play, 

Hope to escape in that great awful day, 

When you and I, and every one beside, 

Must stand before the Lord, and there be tried. 

if we expect to have a seat above, 

We must obey the Lord, and Jesus love, 

Attend his house, and read his holy word, 

For by his creatures God will be adored.” 

He said no more, but onward went his way, 

To join his teachers, and to read and pray ; 

Trusting in God, his best and truest friend, 

With whom he hoped to be when life should end. 
Children, observe, and keep God’s holy day, 

Go not with sinners, nor come in their way ; 

But, like good Robert, place your hopes above, 

And you'll receive God’s truest, kindest love. 


